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s:u/f Reporm- of THE w,u_x. STREET JOURVAL.
. . WASHINGTON <~ America’s land- based
nuclear. missile force may -already be:-vul-:
perable to a Soviet missile attack;.Defense ]
Secretary Harold Brown disclosed, in-a. de—~
parture from earlier-assessments..".
~Just:severr months ago, in his annual
port on-U.S. defenses,- Mr. Brown predxcted
that the Soviets:would “attain the capability -
to destroy many or-most of America’s 1, 000
Minruteman missiles‘within a year. or two.”
But‘in.a. speech prepared for delivery-in
-the: Defense Secretary de-!
clared, ‘‘That :potenn'al "has been-realized,
‘or close toit.’" G &
Pentacon officials ar; ed tha

e hew,-

vances by only a-few.-months, at most, the
-long-expected onset of a genod of U S mls-
sﬂe vulnerability..s-.:s BAY
-.- But the disclosure could hand a powerful
pohncal weapon . to-Republican presidential
"nominee Ronald Reagan, who is campaign:
ing-on.a charge-that President Carter:has
a.llowed the Soviets to: surpass the U. rrulv

Reavan s Evaluatmn ¢

The admxssnon"may also underminethe"
Presxdent s claim: ‘that his Republican oppo:;
nent. exaggerates. US. ‘defense  deficiencies,
and that Mr. Reagan’ s electxon would thus:'
pave the way for'a.new arms ract ‘and pos-
sibly, for war. _ 4

—Inhxsspeec , atth U.§ Naval W Col: Y
lege-in’ Newport,’ Sécretary Brown' strongly’:
! defended the ‘Carter” record.. He: conflrmed
;press reports that the President has recently
“reﬁned“ U.S. nuclear strategy im order. bet-s
her to-deter the Russians from-*limited’ u-
clear ‘attacks'such'a as strikes agamst ‘the vul* %
‘nerable - Minuteman? rhissiles:And “he ‘also'§
" hailed Mr: Carter's plan to-build the mobtle*
.MX, missile and other new nuclear wéapons
-as'a’'way of’ solvtn'g‘ the’ vulnerab'hty P b-“

the President . Thimself throughout ‘the“cam:;
lpa.lgn. ‘and may~be repeated as:early;as. to—
day. when Mr*«Carter is scheduled-to "ad™
“dress the conventxon of the American Legion
'iﬂ Boston S B Re eOC S RIS S

!
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“Window. of 'Vulnerability’” " >
- But.the Republicans accuse the Presxdent.
of ‘going -forward too slowly-with the MX
missile, and of missing other.opportunities
to shorten the widely predicted ' window of
vulnerabmty" for. the -land-based U.S. nu--
clear strike force: One of those missed op--
portunities, : in- the. Republicans’. view, was -
Mr. Carter’s 1977 decxsxon to cancel the Bl_-'
bomber. - iy a0

leham Van Cleave a. key defense- agd-
viser. . .to' Mr... -Reagan, . charged . that ‘the
speech by Mr.. Brown. displayed, *the utter.
confusion .of the administration's- strategic.
thmkmg .He asserted, 'In the same speech .
in.which ‘he: lays out:the! new strategy, Mr..
Brown vmtes off as vulnerable the one part
of our strateglc force- accurate | enougn to
carry it out.” v it

-In his own address to. e merican Le-
glon ‘convention - yesterday, ‘written before
Mr.; Brown's disclosure, Mr. " Reagan de-
clared “Our auclear deterrent forces must
be' made survivable as rapidly as possible to
close the window of vulnerability before it
opens any mder > ot St

" '( RIS

. The land-based nuclear_- missiles, mclud-
mg the Minuteman and a small force of 5
“Titan .missiles, carry. only: about a fourth of:
‘the. U.S::total of 9,200 nuc]ear warheads. The-
‘others” are- deployed’ in>airborne bombers.,
.and- aboard -missile-firing submarines. -But
Zthe land-based - warheads are generally con-|
i " sidered - the- speedxes' and. most accurate in -

the U.SFarsenal.™ - :
i, Secretary Brown an others in, the Carter'
E:adnumstratxorr have’ argued however ‘that
US .bombers and especlally submarines’ re-
= main highly survivable: agamst Soviet forces
for now.; Thus, they say; there-is: enoughé
- force to- overcome any, Soviet Ltemptation to
'mount ‘a~ preemptwe ‘attack. on the. land:,
"based. rmssﬂes - They say. this’is. ‘reinforced
by Mr. Carter s restatement of U.S. niclear

=453Th statemenLof nuclear ‘strategy,’
known “ast presxdentxal ‘directive: 59, “was:
¢signed: last month; and.leaked-in:fragmen-{
ary | form to several. Nlewspapers. soon’ there-
;atter The stories caused-debate in Washing-1
gton and  condemnation>from-; the Soviet
Whon: s i,

STAT |

Aims at: Flexzbrhty 2 e

The Defense Se'-retary said the d]rectlve
is a “'refinement, a: codification,” .of a lonﬂ-,
evolving: U.S:. _Strategy.: That 'strategy, - he
said, aims at giving the. Presxdent the flexi- .
bxhty to: respcnd to any "Soviet. nuclear’ at—
‘tack in a variety of 3 wdys.other-. th'm by 31m~
ply ' unleashing . all . of America’s nuclear |
might “at “once to obliterate - most Sov1et
cities, factories and bases. -, . T

~Pentagon officials explam that U S ana-
lysts . fear some - Soviet” military . leaders
-might be willing to gamble that a “limited”
Ru551an nuclear attack on remote U.S. mis-*
sile silos, or bases in- Europe,. that killed
fewer people .than® an all-out nuclear on-;
slaught, would leave a’president unwilling to
order total destruction of .the .Soviet Union.
“Further, some Soviet military writings sug-
gest.that, through' a protracted- exchange of
such “limited’” strikes, the side that lost less
military power could “win.”" .

‘Mr. Brown declared: “It is our pohcy
to ensure that the Soviet lea dership knows
that if. they chose some intermediate level of !
aggression,-we .could; by::selective, - large
(but still-less. than ‘maximum) nuclear “at-}
tacks, exact an unacceptably high price in
. the thmgs the Soviet leaders appear to value
. most.”” These  things-are; he said; “‘political
* and nuhtary contml ‘military force both nu-
clear~and’ conventional,  and. the mdustnal

i capabrhty to sustam a war.

Ran"e of: Retalxauon
‘He -stressed: that ‘the’ US ,w1ll k°ep a
sumvable and endunng capacity to attack
the full range of targets, including the Soviet’
‘ economic base " if 'such all-out retaliation is:
called for.. But;: e. said, the new-directive,
“conveys tothe. Soviets that any-or all of the
componenfs of Soviet power can be struck in
retahatxon. _not; nly . their. urban-mdl.smal
complex.” . \ "7 :
This.thre'at, heé said, s ould convmce So-
‘viet leaders. “that a.ny notion: of. victory. m
nuclear. war..js’ unrealxstxc . -because:- it
places in jeopardy the very. parts ‘of Soviet'
society—mainly, the - polmcal and military:
systems—whose survival is the key to the
Sovxet definition of !*victory.”"... .

. He declared that even “hmxted" nuclear
war **would involve jinmense casualties. and
destmctxon", and, said it would likely:; esca'
late to afull scale nuclearwar that' .
» ¥ kY

,nuclear wa.r, helps‘
the U, S..ta deter; one, by ensuring that oun
abm%mesaliatensttmly,credlble ds 25
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